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Instructions for the Student  

Read the story “Serious Sari” and look at the illustrations. After reading the story, you will 

answer some questions about it. Then you’ll write a paragraph explaining Sari’s thoughts 

and actions during the course of the story. 

Serious Sari 

The final bell rang. Sari gathered up her books. The hallway was crowded with groups of 

kids laughing and talking. Some were waiting for a brother or sister. Others were joining 

friends to start walking home. Sari listened to her friend Marcy tell a funny story. Then 
Marcy made a face and everyone laughed and laughed. Sari told a story too, but it was a 

serious story from something she learned from a book. 

Will and Ana listened too. “That’s a 

good story,” said Will. “But it was 

very serious. Do you know any 

jokes?”  

Sari just shrugged as an answer. 

She couldn’t think of anything funny 

to say. 

“Sari tells serious stories because 

she’s a serious person,” said Marcy, 
smiling. “She always tries to do 

important and serious things.” The 

other kids smiled but continued on 

their way. 

Sari and Marcy lived on the same 
block. So they started walking home 

together. Marcy was happy, but Sari 

felt miserable. She wanted to be 

funny. She wanted to make people 

laugh like Marcy did! But she never 

knew what to say. 

“Why can’t I be more like Marcy?” she thought to herself. Marcy was so funny, and she 

always knew what to say and do.  

Sari sighed heavily. Marcy had tried to help her. “Everyone is different,” she’d said. “You 

don’t need to be funny.”  

That was easy for Marcy. But Sari’s tongue was always getting tangled up. If Sari started 
a joke, she would forget the end. She couldn’t just “laugh it off” like Marcy said she 

should. Sari was too serious for that! 
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Sari continued walking. They passed Mrs. Murphy working in her garden. “Hi!” she said 

with a friendly smile and wave. “How was school today?” Mrs. Murphy was always so kind 
to them. Sari waved back, but Marcy said something very funny. Mrs. Murphy laughed.  

“Oh Marcy, you are so funny! You are just like your dad!” 

The girls continued walking until they were past Mrs. Murphy’s house. Sari thought, why 

hadn’t she made Mrs. Murphy laugh? Sari wished with all her heart that she could be like 

Marcy. But then she remembered another thing Marcy always said: “Just be yourself! 
You’re a great person, Sari. It’s good to be serious.” 

Suddenly, Sari stopped. She thought she heard something. She said, “Marcy, I think I 

hear something.” And Marcy stopped talking and making jokes. Now they both heard a 

faint cry coming from farther down the sidewalk. Marcy said, “It’s probably nothing. Just 

someone joking around.” But Sari was a serious person. She followed the sound and 

Marcy followed her. The sound came from a storm drain by the edge of the street. A metal 
grate covered the opening. Getting down on her hands and knees, Sari peered into the 

drain. It was too dark to see anything. 

“Hello,” she called. “Who’s in there?” The soft noise got louder. It sounded like mewing. It 

was a kitten! Sari couldn’t see it, but she could hear it. She tried to reach through the 

grate, but her hand wouldn’t fit. She grabbed the metal bars and pulled hard. The grate 
didn’t budge.  

Sari was close to tears. That poor kitten needed help, but she couldn’t reach it. She would 

go get help. She could ask kind Mrs. Murphy to help her. She told Marcy to wait there and 

keep track of the kitten. She said, “Marcy, stay here and talk to the kitty. Talk softly and 

quietly, and tell it everything will be all right. I’m going to get help!” So Sari ran as fast as 
she could back to Mrs. Murphy’s house. Mrs. Murphy was still working in her garden.  

“Oh, Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Murphy, please come help!” she cried. Mrs. Murphy looked up, 

surprised. “Why, Sari, what’s the matter?” she asked.  

“Oh, please, Mrs. Murphy, there’s a kitten in the storm drain. It sounds so scared, and I 

can’t get it out.” 

Mrs. Murphy dropped her rake and hurried up the street after Sari. She got down on her 
knees and tugged at the grate. It didn’t move. 

“I’ll tell you what, Sari,” she said, pulling out her phone. “I’m going to call the fire 

department to help us.”  

The fire department! The firefighters would save the kitten! She knelt down and put her 

face near the grate. “Don’t worry, little kitty,” she told it. “I know you’re scared. But 
you’re going to be okay.”  

Marcy looked at Sari and smiled. “You always know what to do! I wish I could be more 

serious sometimes!” 

Before long, the fire truck arrived without the siren going. A firefighter quickly used a tool 

to remove the metal grate. Together, he and Sari coaxed the kitten to come out. He 
handed it to her, and she held it close. She talked to it softly until it calmed down. Only 
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then did she look up and see that people had gathered. They were watching her and the 

kitten. Right in the front of the crowd stood Will and Ana. 

 “Hey, Sari!” yelled Will, “what’s going on?”  

“Is that your kitten?” called Ana. “Can I hold it?”  

Sari looked at them and smiled. Somehow, this time she didn’t worry about being funny.  

First she thanked Mrs. Murphy and the firefighter. Then she told Will and Ana the whole 

story. It was a very serious story but it had a happy ending. They took turns holding the 
kitten as they all walked home together. 
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1. What evidence can you find that Sari is serious? Find three examples in the text 
and list them. 

 

 

2. Read the sentence from this passage. 

Marcy was happy, but Sari felt miserable.  

 What does miserable mean? Define it. Then draw a picture of Sari’s face when she 

feels miserable. Write a caption describing what’s going on in the picture, using 

the word miserable in a sentence. 

     definition:  

                                      

                                      

     caption: 

 

 The words sad and hopeless mean something similar to miserable. Would they 

work in the sentence from the passage? Why or why not? How would they 

change the meaning? 

 

 

3. How does Marcy feel about her friend Sari? How do you know? 

 

 

4. What does Sari think about being funny? How do you know? What is your opinion 

about being funny or serious? How does your opinion compare to Sari’s opinion? 
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5. Fill in the chart. In the first column, list three details that the first picture shows 
you about Sari. In the second column, give details that show what Sari learns by 

the end of the story. 

First Picture (Story Beginning) Second Picture (Story Ending) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Use What You Have Learned! 

Now it’s time to show what you have learned.  

6. Tell what Sari is like at the beginning of the story. What does she want and what 

does she think? Explain how what she does and what she thinks cause things to 
happen in the story. Then tell what Sari thinks at the end of the story. Use words 

such as because and as a result to connect the events. 

 








